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performed   for   the   first   time,   also   under  the
composer's leadership.

When the labours of the musical festival were
over, Sibelius sought to refresh his inspiration by a
journey abroad. The young composer's first desti-
nation was Italy, where he spent several sunny
weeks in visiting Rome, Venice and other towns.

" It was the first time I had been to Italy/' says
Sibelius, " and I was equally enchanted by the
scenery, the inspiring historical associations and
the people. I have repeated the visit many times
since. In fact, whenever I have had the chance I
have returned to that lovely country."

From the sunny south Sibelius steered his course
to Bayreuth, where he had agreed to meet Armas
Jarnefelt. The latter was an enthusiastic Wag-
nerian and was determined at all costs that his
brother-in-law, whose lukewarmness towards
Wagner hurt him, should hear the master's works
in their own surroundings.

The event was a disappointment to Sibelius, or
rather, he was not infected with enthusiasm any
more than before. On the contrary, it would seem
that the local environment and atmosphere only
confirmed him in his aloofness. Sibelius expresses
this briefly: ,

" I heard ' Tannhauser * and ' Lohengrin * per-
formed superbly, but was not able to feel any
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